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"Many students, especially those who are poor, 
w intuitively know what schools do for them. They 
.'school them to confuse the process and substance.^ 
[Once these become blurred, a new logic is assumed:] 
i the more treatment there is, the better are the results; 
or escalation leads to success. The pupil is thereby 
"schooled" to confuse teaching with learning, grade^ 
" I advancement with education, a diploma with p 
/competence, and fluency with the ability to say 
something new. His imagination is "schooled" to 
'accept service in place of value. Medical treatment 
^ is mistaken for healthcare, social work for the 
Jimprovement of community life, police protection for' 
[safety, military poise for national security, the rat racej 
■J* for productive work. Health, learning, dignity, m 
independence, and creative endeavor are defined asj 
M little more than the performance of the institutions i 
hvhich claim to serve these end, and their improvement 
is to depend on allocating more resources to the * J 
— ^ management of hospitals, schools, and other 
[agencies in question." -Ivan Mich (Despooling Society] 
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Working Definitions of Terms Used: 

Radical: A critique that addresses the roots of a 
topic and seeks not absolute answers, but deeper 
questioning. 



: 












(Radical) Learning: A natural and intrinsic process 
inseparable from existing. Learning can happen in 
an infinite number of formats and contexts and is not 
bound by physical place or by standards. Learning 
is something you do, not something someone does 
to you or gives to you. 

"Learning is not the product of teaching. Learning is 
the product of the activity of learners" -John Holt 
(Growing Without Schooling) 

"Children learn from anything and everything they 
see. They learn wherever they are, not just in 
special learning places. They learn much more from 
things, natural or made, that are real and significant 
in the world in their own right and not just made in 
order to help children learn... We can best help 
children learn, not by deciding what we think they 
should learn and thinking of ingenious ways to teach 
it to them, but by making the world, as far as we can, 
accessible to them, paying serious attention to what 
they do, answering their questions-if they have 
any-and helping them explore the things they are 
most interested in". -John Holt (Learning All the 
Time) 



On the difference between traditional and radical 
definitions of learning: 

"...learning signifies control.. .It is how teachers and 
school people can distinguish between activities that 
are designed, planned, and monitored for 'your own 
good, ' and other non-official ones. It is the difference 
between a simplistic elementary classroom math 



exercise that is called 'learning' and kids talking 
about hockey statistics and adding point totals and 
dividing games played by goals scored that is called 
something else (usually wasting time)". -Matt Hern 
(Field Day) 

Compulsory Education/Schooling: An 

institutionalized transfer of information and skills 
from a teacher to a student based on broad 
standards of what individuals need to know to be 
part of a cohesive society. The institution claims to 
level the playing field towards equality by offering all 
people the same opportunities for learning. 
However, critics (like us) believe that this process 
stifles creativity, confidence, critical thinking and 
problem solving, deadens people's natural desire to 
learn, and forms a racist, classist, sexist society from 
the bottom up. It is (and has always been) a 
manipulative process aimed at tunneling young 
people into mainstream society. 

"Education is the tendency of one man to make 
another just like himself. Education is culture under 
restraint, culture is free. [Education is] when the 
teaching is forced upon the pupil, and when the 
instruction is exclusive, that is when only those 
subjects are taught which the educator regards as 
necessary". -Leo Tolstoy (Tolstoy on Education). 
See back cover for an Ivan lllich quote that also 
illustrates this definition. 

Community: A group of people that are part of a 
common geographical space who share some 
common needs, goals, and values and look out for 
each other's well-beings. A community is not just a 
network, a neighborhood, a scene, or a school.* 

"[Community is] a comprehensible place that those 
there recognize and acknowledge.. .[with] a 
discipline that only makes sense as responsibility to 
the people and place around you. . . " -Matt Hern 

/Field Dpi/) 




Olympia Free School 
Olympia, WA 
www.olympiafreeschool.org 

Village Free School 
Portland, OR 
www.villagefreeschool.org 

Trillium Charter School 
Portland, OR 
www.trilliumcharterschool.org 

Not Back to School Camp 
Eugene, OR 
www.nbtsc.org 

Santa Cruz Free Skool 
Santa Cruz, CA 
www.santacruz.freeskool.org 

Berkeley Free Skool 
Berkeley, CA 
www.barringtoncollective.org 

Making Changes Freedom Center 
San Pablo, CA 
http://home.att.net/-teolol/MakingChanges 

Oak Grove School 
Ojai, CA 
www.oakgroveschool.com 

Paulo Freire Freedom School 
Tucson, AZ 
www.elpueblointegral.org 

The Living School 
Boulder, CO 
www.livingschool.org 

Harmony School 
Bloomington, IN 
www.harmonyschool.org 
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List of places we visited for our audio documentary: 

The New School 

Newark, DE 
www.thenewschool .com 

Upattinas's School 
Glenmoore, PA 
www.upattinas.org 

Brooklyn Free School 

Brooklyn, NY 
www.brooklynfreeschol.org 

MET (Metro Regional Career and Technical Center) 

Providence, Rl 
www.metcenter.org 

Albany Free School 

Albany, NY 
www.albanyfreeschool.com 

Dane County Transition 

Madison, Wl 
www.dscs.org/DCTS/index.html 






The Zoo School 
Minneapolis, MN 






Missoula Free School 

Missoula, MT 
www.missoulafreeschool.org 

Purple Thistle Centre Puget Sound Community School 

Vancouver, BC Seattle, WA 

www.mightymatthern.com www.pscs.org 






Windsor House 
Vancouver, BC 



Clearwater School 
Seattle, WA 
www.clearwaterschool.com 



"an institution like a school is not a community. It can 
be a wonderful, caring, supportive, lasting place, but 
it is an institutional affiliation. A community is a 
collection of disparate individuals in a place, who 
are committed to that place. The boundaries have to 
be fluid in some senses, but it about a placed 
people... and includes the land, water, and animals 
within that place. A school, even the nicest free 
school, is not a community, but it may well be part of 
one". -Matt Hern (Field Day) 

On networks vs. communities: 
"[Networks] provide mechanical (by-the-numbers) 
solutions to human problems, when a slow organic 
process of self-awareness, self-discovery, and 
cooperation is what is required if any solution is to 
stick... Networks [such as schools] do great harm by 
appearing enough like real communities to create 
expectations that they can manage human social 
and psychological needs. The reality is that they 
cannot". -John Taylor Gatto (Dumbing Us Down) 

*it's important to note that although community and 
localization are highly emphasized in my thoughts 
about radical learning, they are so in terms of mutual 
aid and empowerment. Within the structure of 
community, it is necessary to be wary of the kind of 
group mentality that stifles and/or isolates the 
individual. 



Unschooling: A locally-based, organic process of 
rejecting education/schooling and reclaiming natural 
learning. Unschoolers see their communities and 
the whole world as their classroom and direct what 
and how they learn themselves. 

"Unschooling doesn't denote anything... it's talking 
about what we're taking ourselves away from, it's 
about choosing not to participate in the conventional 
model of learning and education. So, what that 
leaves behind is not any particular system, it's an 
empty place... a place from which to look at all kinds 
of things and discern how we can best live and 
learn. And I say live before learn because the whole 
idea that society has that education and learning are 
a separate domain from life, that's part of the whole 
construct we are trying to get away from when we 
call ourselves unschoolers. It's deeper than saying 
an unschooler is figuring out the best way to study 
this or that... It's about starting from scratch and 
asking 'How do I want to live my life?' It's not, 'How 
am I going to learn everything academic that 
everyone else knows by the time I'm 18?'... the 
question is 'What is important to me in life and what 
can I draw on to create that?'" -paraphrased from an 
interview with Grace Llewellyn (author of the 
Teenage Liberation Handbook) 



Deschooling: The reclamation of learning as 
separate from education/schooling in order to 
change the social attitudes that underlie the need for 
those oppressive institutions. 

"The project is to disassemble a culture of schooling 
and give communities and families the opportunity to 
comprehend what it means to grow up right and to 
redefine their ideals of learning. " - Matt Hern (Field 
Day) 




Suggested Reading List: 

Gatto, John Taylor 

"Dumbing Us Down" 

"The Underground History of American Education" 

Greenberg, Daniel: 

"Free At Last: The Sudbury Valley School" 

Hern, Matt 

"Field Day" 

"Deschooling our Lives" (ed.) 

Holt, John 

"Instead of Education" 
"Escape From Childhood" 
"Freedom and Beyond" 
"Teach Your Own" 
"Learning All the Time" 

lllich, Ivan 

"Deschooling Society" 

Kozol, Jonathan 

"Savage Inequalities" 

Llewellyn, Grace 

"The Teenage Liberation Handbook" 
"Guerilla Learning" 

Mercogliano, Chris 

"Making it Up as We Go Along: The Story of the Albany Free School" 

Neill, A.S. 

"SummerhiH" 

Postman, Neil and Charles Weingartner 
"Teaching as a Subversive Activity" 
"The Soft Revolution" 

Prakash, Madhu Suri and Gustavo Esteva 

"Escaping Education: Living As Learning Within Grassroots Cultures" 

Tolstoy, Leo 

"Tolstoy on Education" 



Learning Space: a non-compulsory, non-coercive 
physical space set up for various types of learning 
and projects. 



Free School: a school set up to be a non-coercive 
atmosphere where young people can self-direct their 
learning free of curriculum or standards. Examples: 
Summerhill, Sudbury Valley, and Albany Free 
School 

Sudbury Valley is "founded upon the principle that 
learning is best fostered by self -motivation, self- 
regulation, and self-criticism..."* -By-Laws of 
Sudbury (Free At Last) 

*every 'Iree school" varies in it's mission but is driven 
by self-directed learning. 



Free Skool: Community learning projects aimed at 
recapturing people's natural desire to learn and 
perpetuating lifelong learning. Usually free skools 
are based on adults (particularly twenty-something 
punks) sharing knowledge and skills with others in 
the form of free classes or workshops. The subjects 
offered can vary widely, but often they are on mostly 
radical topics. When the_pioiect becomes less about 
the education of radicals, it usually loses the "k" is 
named a free school or something else. 
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